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• Buildings are designed to meet the code in effect at the time of construction.
• But when codes evolve, there is no requirement to retrofit existing buildings.
• Older buildings can be significantly more vulnerable than modern construction.

(1) Seismic Risk in Existing Buildings
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(2) Seismic Design of New Buildings
• Modern seismic design codes aim to ensure life safety in major earthquakes.
• They do not necessarily limit damage that impedes functionality or recovery.
• Policymakers are recognizing the importance of going beyond life-safety.
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(3) Progress Toward Seismic Resilience in B.C.
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• Resilience is no longer theoretical - it’s being embedded in projects and policies in B.C.
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