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From Reactive to Anticipatory Governance

System-Level Decision for AI 
Infrastructure

AI Data Centers Compete For:
• Clean Electricity
• Water
• Land
• Public subsidies 

What does this do to the city’s overall 
resilience?



Stress Propagation: How city systems 
amplify shocks?

Cities are interdependent systems

Stress injected in energy propagates 
through:

→ Provision of Critical Services (CR)

→ Disaster Management (DM)



Measuring the Impact
Small stresses can cascade into system-wide failure

With targeted conditions (curtailment, recycling, public fiscal neutrality), system stability holds



From Data to Policy
Conditional Approval Framework

Approve only if:

• Peak curtailment enforceable
• Water recycling is mandatory
• Net public fiscal neutrality
• Cascade metrics within toleranceIn a climate-constrained future, infrastructure 

decisions are resilience allocation decisions. 



Q & A

URSA 2.0 Next Step & Call to Action

If BC wants to move from reactive to anticipatory AI 
infrastructure governance, we need system-level stress 

testing before approval.

www.ursaresearch.org

amir.albadvi@ucanwest.ca

http://www.ursaresearch.org/
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